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equilibrium. The common interest, backed by powerful
religious sanctions, usually prevails when Internal conflicts
arise. At the other end of the scale are groups like the large
African native kingdoms. Their social order Is more analogous
to ours and their political and economic institutions resemble
those of earlier stages of our society. Wars of conquest and civil
wars have shaped their political forms and established the
sanction of military force as the supreme sanction of law and
order. A fairly complex occupational division of labour makes
for a diversified economy. Social stratification by rank or by
status, "associated with political, religious and productive
functions Is found: and an extensive system of internal and
external trade, involving a wide range of inter-tribal intercourse,
was often found long before the European conquest. Yet even
In these societies the tendency towards an Internal equilibrium
Is marked and revolutionary changes In the social structure,
' especially at the level of the territorial sub-divisions or the
kinship groupings of the society were exceptional In the past.
The dynamic of social change tended to work within existing
channels.1 The kind of contradictions found In the structure of
modern capitalist society do not arise.

In trying to get a view of the total structure of a primitive
society as it is developing to-day, all the forces operating within
it and impinging on it from outside have to be considered. That
is how anthropologists come up against the effects of colonial
expansion.

Anthropologists attach special significance to an aspect of
primitive society that the practical man is apt to notice only
when it becomes a source of obstruction. This Is the culture,
or the qualitative make-up of a people's way of life. There are
many analogies between the social structure of some primitive
societies, under present conditions, and earlier stages of European
social evolution. But there is a great gulf between the qualitative
rnake-up of most primitive societies* way of life and Euro-
1 Readers may be referred to the literature already cited for fuller
discussions of these points.